Axillary vein thrombosis simulating superior vena cava syndrome.
We have described two cases of axillary vein thrombosis originally diagnosed as superior vena cava syndrome and the patient referred for immediate radiotherapy. In each case, additional history revealed vital information discounting the original diagnosis. The possibility of an abnormal chest x-ray film unrelated to symptoms and signs must be considered. Definitive diagnostic procedures are imperative and tissue diagnosis may be required before therapy.